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:oins, carved stones, to which he at first paid no attention, ipen to him new fields of study with a superabundance of naterial. Rome is constantly striking new roots down into us inner life, and only on the 22nd of February, when Vesuvius has a violent eruption, and fear of the summer leat in Sicily begins to agitate him, does he decide, at least or a time, to turn his back upon the beloved city.
Goethe did not travel alone. He took Tischbein along, is he wished to apply himself diligently to drawing, and did lot wish to be deprived of his friend's eye and hand. After hree beautiful days of travel via VeUetri, the Pontine Swamps, Terracina, and Capua, they reached Naples. Al-hough Goethe had since childhood been prepared for the :harm of the Gulf of Naples, nevertheless, when the won-lerful panorama unrolled before his eyes, he was com-)letely enraptured. "You may say, narrate, paint what rou will, here there is more than all of it put together. . . . ! pardoned all who had lost their minds in Naples, and ihought with emotion of my father, who had preserved an ndelible impression of these objects." He calls Naples a paradise in which he lives in a sort of intoxicated self-'orgetfulness. "I hardly recognise myself. Yesterday I ;aid to myself: ' Either thou hast been crazy hitherto or ;hou art now.'" Rome on its small river in the desert ^ampagna now seems to him like an old, poorly located con-rent, when compared with the open situation of Naples in a and of plenty, and beside the broad sea strewn with haze-inveloped islands. Whereas in Rome he desired to study, lere he wished only to live. One can observe, too, how his Measure in the enjoyment of life grows in the fascinating, sensuous Neapolitan world. Leisurely and joyfully he strolls about in Naples and along the laughing borders of the julf 80 in company with Tischbein and other new friends, such as the landscape painters, Kniep, and Philipp, and 3-eorg Hackert. He does not shut himself off from a wider ircle of acquaintances, as in Rome; he seeks it rather, and ;pends many happy hours with the unconventional Prinzess-:hen, and with Sir William Hamilton and his coquettish belle.